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In the old days (before 2004!) UK nationals living in France and other EU member states 
were required to hold a residence permit or carte de séjour. But since 2004, as European 
Union citizens, the carte de séjour has become little more than an optional extra for Britons 
living in France. Convenient for collecting registered letters, but not mandatory. 

Today, with a botched Brexit very much on the horizon, the recommendation of the British 
Community Committee of France (the BCC), ECREU and British in Europe is to apply for 
an EU citizen's carte de séjour before the rush. 

Our hope is that when the UK leaves the EU and becomes (unless there is a binding 
agreement to the contrary) a "third country", the French authorities will offer UK nationals 
in France some sort of special status that reflects the fact that they have already been 
living legally in France for several years. 

It might be some sort of exchange system (think driving licences!) under which we would 
exchange our carte de séjour for EU nationals for whatever new card France invents for 
us. The BCC is discussing this with the Ministère de l'Intérieur, insisting that any new 
system should recognize our existing rights and a change of status which has been 
imposed on us from outside, and not force us to apply (with the risk of being turned down) 
for "new" rights as if we never had them in the past. 

In more formal terms, we are asking France to continue to observe, post Brexit, the 
present declaratory system, rather than the constitutive system which the UK wants to 
impose on EU27 nationals living in the UK ("settled status"). 

Inundated with applications 

You may think it's difficult to get a carte de séjour at the moment -- the situation varies from 
préfecture to préfecture -- but after March 2019 the French authorities expect to be 
inundated with applications, leading to further delays and frustration. So we advise all UK 
nationals who fulfil the conditions for a carte de séjour to begin the process as soon as 
possible, so that they are "in the system", and in the hope that an exchange process will 
materialize. 

How you go about asking for a carte de séjour depends on the préfecture. So the best 
plan is to go to your préfecture's website - for example, try googling "préfecture [name of 
town] étrangers". 

A random search for the foreigners' department at the Angoulême préfecture took me to a 
page where I learned that there, foreigners are received by appointment only, on Mondays, 
Tuesdays and Thursdays, and that to get an appointment you first have to go to 
www.charente.gouv.fr and click on démarches administratives, then on prendre un rendez-
vous... or you can phone 05 45 97 62 49, but only on Wednesdays or Fridays between 
8.30 and 12.30 and request an appointment. 

Don't expect it to be the same in other départements, it won't be! In Paris, you have to 
request an appointment preferably by filling in the e-mail form on this page https://
www.prefecturedepolice.interieur.gouv.fr/Demarches/Particulier/Ressortissants-etrangers/
Ressortissants-etrangers/Les-titres-de-sejour-ressortissants-europeens#ancre-0-0 or by e-
mailing pp-dpg-6eb-bureau-ordre@interieur.gouv.fr or by telephoning 3430 (0.06 € per 
minute, plus your provider's call charge). 
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Not plain sailing 

And don't expect it to be plain sailing, either. The Ministère de l'Intérieur tells us that since 
residence permits have not been obligatory for nationals of EU member states for the last 
fourteen years, many préfecture employees have simply forgotten how to issue them, or 
never learned how to. But the law is on your side. 

If a préfecture employee refuses to entertain your request, remind them politely that 
paragraph 2 of Article L121-2 of the Code de l'entrée et du séjour des étrangers et du droit 
d'asile (CESEDA) says "Ils ne sont pas tenus de détenir un titre de séjour. S'ils en font la 
demande, il leur est délivré un titre de séjour." (They, i.e. we Brits among others, are not 
obliged to hold a residence permit. If they request one, a residence permit is issued to 
them). It may be worth printing out and taking with you a copy of article L.121-2 which you 
can access at https://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/affichCode.do?
idArticle=LEGIARTI000006334964&idSectionTA=LEGISCTA000006147746&cidTexte=LE
GITEXT000006070158&dateTexte=20180305 

Another reference to show préfecture employees who haven't quite got it would be the 
Ministry's own website http://accueil-etrangers.gouv.fr/demande-de-titre-de-sejour/vous-
etes-ressortissant-e-de-l-ue/  

Click on the first of the two options in the box in the middle of the screen (Vous êtes 
ressortissant(e) de l’UE EEE/Suisse. Vous pouvez demander un titre de séjour européen) 
and then on the appropriate line according to your circumstances. If you have lived in 
France for 5 years or more, click on Vous demandez une carte de séjour permanent. 

The resulting page will be the one to print out and show them. 
 
Obviously you must comply scrupulously with the requirements shown, otherwise the 
préfecture would have grounds for refusing your request. But the Ministry assures us that, 
provided you produce the required documents, all préfectures have a duty to issue the 
card. Préfectures do not have the right to vary the rules set by the Ministry or to make up 
their own rules. 

The Ministry also undertook to look into cases of UK nationals being denied the carte de 
séjour to which they are entitled - so if it happens to you, please write to 
britishinfrance@gmail.com and tell us, giving as much information as possible about the 
circumstances of your request and the refusal.  

Which carte de séjour for you? 

If you have lived in France for at least 5 years, the carte de séjour "Citoyen UE/EEE/
Suisse - Séjour permanent" is the one for you. 

If you've lived in France for more than 3 months but less than 5 years, the card for you is 
the carte de séjour « UE » or (if you came to France looking for work) the carte de 
séjour « UE demandeur d’emploi ». 

Remember, what gives you the permanent right to reside under EU law is the 5 years' 
regular residence mentioned above. 
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